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I request that the major networks provide a one hour TV program

appropriate for young Children.

..... "
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Reed E. Hundt, Chairman

FCC

1919 MTs., NW.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Since!ely,

sta;.Ytf~~:«~?&-';f
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Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
FCC
1919 "M" st., NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:
I am requesting that the maj or networks provide a one hour TV
program appropriate for young children.

~c~
Ellen wond~
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February 10, 1994

Honorable Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt;

Our organization has formed a multidisciplinary "think tank" to define the significant characteristics
which enable film and television to influence positive, prosocial awareness, attitudes and
behaviors. We will provide TV/filmmakers and educators with information they
may use to reduce crime and violence and increase social responsibility.

Images at the Center may be a name that is new to you. Our board of advisors is comprised of film
and television writers, producers and directors who are committed to using their art to make a
positive difference in society. Our research team represents anthropology, education, film
production, film studies, mass communication, psychology and sociology. Our highly qualified
staff is firmly committed to our project and its potential for positive change.

I hope you will keep us in mind as you move forward, Mr. Chairman. Certainly, reducing the
negative influence in film and television is necessary. However, by providing positive models of
influence, our society can move even more quickly toward a healthier global community.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

enette Eaton
resident and Executive Director
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Images at the Center
Institute for Socially Responsible Media

Film and television are two of the most powerful mediums of influence our world has ever known.
Unfortunately, research has focused almost exclusively on proving the media's influence is
negative. As a result, researchers seem to have become "stuck" in this negative paradigm; they do
not seem to have considered the incredible power the media has as a positive, prosocial agent of
change.

Our focus opposes the negative paradigm. We operate on the premise that sufficient data exists to
indicate film and television do, indeed, have some degree of influence on viewers' awareness,
attitudes and behaviors. Our goal is to understand how to develop and maximize the positive,
prosocial aspects of this influence. We will then provide that knowledge to film and TV
producers, writers, directors and actors so they may deliberately use their art as a powerful,
proactive change agent.

To do so, IMAGES AT THE CENTER is conducting a multidisciplinary research project
integrating literature on media's ability to influence behavior. In addition, we are conducting three
types offield research: we are examining the entertainment industry, the general viewing audience,
and the national education system. Guidelines and strategies will be developed from this research
and provided to TV/filmmakers to augment their existing creative intuition and knowledge.

The project consists of five phases:

Phase I:
Research

Phase II:
Develop

Phase III:
Implement
& Evaluate

PhaseN:
Disseminate
Information

Phase V:
Adjust

This interdisciplinary project wi11 include anthropology, education, psychology, sociology, film
studies, and film production.

Members of our Advisory Council and staff are exceptionally qualified professionals from
business, research, academic, film and television communities.

The organizational philosophy on which the project is founded includes a clear purpose/mission
statement: "IMAGES AT THE CENTER offers research, education, consulting services,
application/distribution avenues and recognition opportunities which enable film and television
makers to use their art in the service of humanity." Our philosophy also is founded on a clear,
principle-centered vision, a belief in freedom of artistic expression and strong support of artistic
intuition. As a result of our philosophy, we strive to be a resource to media so they may achieve
their own goals ofa healthier global community.

This organization is unique: it addresses a need that is not filled by any other agency related to
social issues, change or film/television. That is, advocacy groups play an essential role by
providing awareness and arousing interest in issues (i.e., environment, violence). They focus on
"what." Film festivals and schools provide viewing/distribution opportunities and professional
skill building. They focus on "craft." IMAGES AT THE CENTER focuses on "how"-how to
change awareness, attitudes and behaviors, how to move viewers to take action so they make a
personal impact, how to make change long lasting. For film and television makers who dream of
using their art in the service of humanity, we provide information no other organization provides
so that artists may make their dream a reality,

The acting fiscal agent for IMAGES AT THE CENTER is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization that
works in the entertainment industry. IMAGES AT THE CENTER is seeking not-for-profit, tax
exempt status.

Images at the Center • 65 Terrace St. • Deadwood, SD 57732 • Phone: 605·578·7788 • Fax: 605-578-1303



Learning Methods International, Inc.
49 Rustic Trail Flemington, Nj 08822
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November 17, 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N. W
Suite 814
WashinRton, D. C 205.<;4

Dear Mr. Hundt:

l know you have the contact. knowledge and expenise to help us achieve our goal of creatinR a
high tech computer manu.facturinRfacility in a to be determined location in the United States that
will employ more than one thousand workers who are now on we!lare and other public
assistance. Any siRn(ficant employment opportunities; any improvement in academic
achievement; and. any access to new technoloRies that improve the quality Qf l(fe in low socio­
economic communities makes the Nation more competitive in a Rlobal economy.

j

j

Leaming Methods Intemational. Inc. ("LMI") has demonstrated its ability to collaborate with
various community groups and School Districts to provide an eflective supplemental educational
program that extends the school day (increasing time on task) by making a centfied teacher
available, on demand. to all students. LMI is positioning itse!fto Qffer through school districts
and other community ba.'led orRanizations a:ffordable desktop videoconlerencing systems that
would be the hardware required to deliver on demand live and video interactive supplemental
programs. Examples are: The Homework Hotline: .lob training; GED; Community College
extension courses; Coordinated Social Services, and. on line textbooks, reference libraries, etc.
LM!'s fixus is on the 25 million households in low socio-economic areas in the United States.
Each household and community based study center that receives an LMI desk top system will pay
a monthly rental Qt up to $25 (twenty five dollars) per month per system. rf a system is rented
for 36 consecutive months. the cost would be reduced to $12.50 per month. An affordable
security deposit may be required. The .first f?f these desk top systems will be installed in
community centers in Bridgeton and Vineland. New Jersey in January 1995. By January 1,
2000, LMI will have systems in 500,000 study centers and 2..5 million households in the United
States. By prioritizing BRl installations. utilization ofa'W{tware based codec and through volume

gr' ~ purchase agreements., LMI will QUer a cost of installations to households and study centers that
» 0 will likely not exceed the cost Qlinstalling a regular telephone line. Volume purchase agreements
~ .§ with telephone carriers will permit LMI to offer lower cost monthly reoccurring line charges to
C' ~. its clients. Installation costfor cable and wireless access to LMl programming is expected to be
n', (I) negligible. but is still beinR studied. LMI will be a major force in the educational programming
~ market. It will directly control its programming and hardware requirements. Its program
I distribution will be handled by major telecommunication pannerships. including. telephone, cable
'C';'''' , and wireless companies The Intemational Community has expressed an interest in LMI

'programminR. AlthouRh the world community II ('ritical of Education in the United States,

When students have questions on(}' teachen can answer.. ,Someone cares...call LMI
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American educators are the most sought qfter in the world as exchange pf(~lessors, lecturers. etc.
LMI expects to connect Educators in the United States with students throughout the world.

Today's student has grown up in a video interactive environment. Most make use of the
technology by becoming challenged by video games. High game scores in games that increase
in complexity are achieved routinely by students who are the lowest academic achievers. Since
video games require interactive technology. new learning experiences must ~lnecessity become
associated with this technology. The challenge to educators has been how to adapt this new
video interactive technology to low socio-economic communities in a manner consistent with
improved learning. Two approaches have been taken to video interactive learning. The popular
approach requires that all information, i. e., eneyclopedias. textbooks. re;lerence materials. etc.,
be placed on a compact disk. A student seeking in!ormntion must have purchased a multi media
computer and appropriate disks. Most multi media computers average $2,500.00. Programs on
disks are costly. These computers and their related programming have a shon use;jUllile because
the hardware cannot handle. without costly upgrade. live video interactive programs.
Additionally, purchaser<; arp constantly a'lked to purchase updated versions Ql programs.

The second approach to video interactive learning is live interactive programming. This concept
brings a live teacher. trainer. lawyer. accountant, wcial service interviewer. probation ~fficer.

bank ~fficer, psychiatrist or other pre;ferred prolessional on demand to all having in home or
community access to a desktop videoconferencing system. Desktop videoconferencing systems
have been supplied to school districts for evaluation purposes only. The cost ~f this hardware
is $7.000 to $12.000 per system. Through the uS(' of these systems. specialized instruction is
provided to Advanced Placement Cour,se students. There are no demonstration projects involving
low socio-economic students. or students who arr ~rossly underachieving.

The United States Depanment olEducation has concluded that the policy 0/providing remedial
instruction to underachieving students has failed to produce more learning and increase test
scores. In/act, Titlr I ~la bill which was enacted in the summer ol 1994 as an amendment to
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act ol J%5 clearly requires educators to recognize that
a means Qlincreasing the students time on task will better help disadvantaged children meet high
standards. A section of the amendment dearlv ,·tme, that

REFORMS TARGETED ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS TO ENABLE PARTICIPATING
CllIWREN TO MEET THE CHALLENGING STATE STANDARDS.

Targeted assistance schools (schools that are ineligible or have not opted for a
,fchoolwide approach) will use funds for programs for children who are failing. or
most at risk offailing. to meet the State 's performance standards. Those programs
must give primary consideration to extended-time strategies. be based on what
research shows is most effective in teaching and learning. and involve accelerated
curricula. effective instructional strategies. strong coordination with the regulor
program and highly qualified and trained .ft~ff. Title I programs that rely on drill
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and practice or fail to increase the quality and amount of instructional time will
no longer meet the requirements of the law. Like schoolwide program schools.
targeted assistance schools must orient their programs toward enabling children
served by Title I to meet the challenging State performance standards.

The most e.ffective means of extending time on task, extending the school day and increasing
community involvement in education is to employ on demand live video interactive instruction.
The desktop videocof1:ferencing system to be man~facturedand distributed by LMI is the system
of choice for delivering on demand live one on one instruction. Little attention has been paid
to the fact that these systems have the ability to bring on line into homes and communities all
superinformation highway entertainment, educational, internet, job training, re.ference libraries,
public access programming, etc. at an qffordahle price as compared to digital television and
other f?fferings f?f tomorrow. These systems are computen with extended useful lives (more than
15 yean) because they are built to deliver ."ipeci{ic software hased applications. rather than
merely to meet competitive specifications.

New technology has always found its way into low socio-economic communities last. Business
has opted to recover high cost f?t development over the shortest period f?f time. This resulted in
pricing strategies that restricted product marketing to the largest corporations and the top 1per
cent f?t the wealthiest citizens. Telephones, televisions, computers and automobiles are a few
examples. Thus.!ar, all f?t'the telecommunications companies competingfor program access, and
distribution on the superif1:fonnation highway are competing.!or what amounts to /0 per cent f?t
the total market. Ninety per cent f?t'the market is represented, in part, by the 25 million
households that are cla.u~fied as low socio-economic. Even hardware man~facturers have priced
systems such that only businesses, lower middle and higher classes, can qfford to purchase them.
Rental marketing strategies have been most e.fJective in providing qffordable high cost high
technologies to low socio-economic communities. i. e.. Bell Telephone. Without a substantial
government subsidy, this society will become thefor(!;otten society, as this technology would start
a l(fe cycle long qfier products have matured

LMI can not only provide jobs for puhlic we(fare and general assistance recipients, and
qffordahle hardware to low socio-economic communities without costly government subsidy, but
it can unique~y provide cost effective live interactive and video interactive educational hardware
and programs to Title I schools and communities in a manner that hest satis.fie,"i the new
requirements f?fthe recent amendments to thf' Elementarv and Sf'condary Education Act f?f 1%5,
including but not limited (0

Improving the basic programs offered by local educational agencies;

Providing more effective even stan family literacy programs;

Improving the education of migratory children;
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Improving the education ofneglected and delinquent youths in homes. in detention.
in residential and custodial care, on probation and on home monitoring; and

Improving Indian Programs.

Beginning as a national seven day a week twenty four hour per day telephone tutorial service in
/99/, LM/, an African American owned and operated husiness. now serves more than ninety
thousand students in thineen school districts. LMI will provide each o.fits teachers, more than
!(](X), with desktop videocon;!erencing systems. These will, with few exceptions, provide the
individualized instruction specific to the curriculum (using the same textbook) being o.ffered in
that student '.'I school districts without regard to whether the call originated from a community
center, private residence, place ofdetention dav carp facility or anv other location with access.

Change is essential to progress. LMI hall the opponunity to e;ffect positive change in low socio­
economic communities now by providing meaningfUL long term employment opponunities. LMI
will train and hire J(](X) workers for its manufacturingfacility. Nine hundred of these workers
will be takenfrom We(!are and other public assistance programJ. As the manufacturingfacility
grows, it will give priority to training and hiring first those on we(fare and other public
assistance. These would make excellent workers and better citizens, as a result o.f having
increased se(f esteem. Most o.fthe work opponunities involve assemhly line activities in a clean,
pollutionfree plant. Salaries are expected to approximate that o.{entry level automobile workers.
Over the next./ive years, the Federal Government will save millions in reduced we(!are costs,' will
have assisted in the development (?fa large profitable minority business; will have saved billions
in other social program spending resultingfrom a better educated and more responsible members
o.{society,' and, will have saved the billions in subsidies required to bring this technology to low
socio-economic communitie\

LMI would like for you to identffy funds that you may use at your discretion to issue to LMI in
the form of a planning grant in the amount of $400,000. This would allow us to formalize
feasibility and business plans: toformalize technical man~!acturing and product plans; and, to
cover the cost o.fstqlfand other administrative expense. This process will take approximately nine
monthsfrom the date (4OfiT'lt draw down o.{thefunds, Next. LMI seeks a low interest loan, or
loan guarantee, in the amount o.f $6,(](X),(](X) ,from a State or Federal Authority for land
acquisition, site preparation, construction. assemhly line equipment. initial inventory, employee
training and working capital. (lit is not within your powers to issue a grant, or loan guarantee,
to LMI, perhaps you can identify sources within the Federal Government where grant.fUnds, and
loan.litndsfor our purposes can he found, and issue a letter in suppon o.f our request. Within
twenty four months from the date o{loan closin[t, the factory can be[tin operation. In the interim,
LMI will continue to purchase computers" makin[t necessary mod~fications to make them suitahle
for delivering LMI programming to home'! and studv centers now.

In addition to assisting us in getting a grant and a loan. you may be able to direct us to cable
and wireless companies who would see value in distrihuting our programming. Every Federal
Agency could use our 'iervice In one form or another, We need doors opened. As we work
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together we'll see other emerging opponunities. I will call you in a few days to get your
thoughts. [am excited ahouT The prospecTs. [(yOU have questions in this regard, please call me
at 1-800315-9402.

David Napier
General Manager
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MCI Telecommunications
CQrporation

EU5;ness MarKets
Me; Center
Three Ravinia Dnve
Atlanta Geo'ga 3034c

Contact: Albert B. Kelly
Tri-County Communi ty Act::::m Agency
609/451-6330

David Napier
Learnina Methods International, Inc.
215/334'::1543

Debbie Caplan
MCI BusIness Markets
610/660- 7 9"'4

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HOMEWORK HOTLINE'S ADVANCED TELECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

CONNECTS STUDENTS WITH 'ROUND THE CLOCK HELP

BRIDGETON, NJ, August 2:), :994 _.- Help with homework will be

just a phone call away, when a new Homework Hotline rings in the

school year for fifth through elght~-grade students in Salem and

Bridgeton schools.

The program, developed by Learnina Methods International,

Inc. (LMI), utilizing Mel's telecommunIcations technology, was

funded by Tri-County Community Actlon Agency in order to help

area students access the infohighway.

"Everybody has a telephone," said Albert B. Kelly, director

of Tri.-County CommunIty Action Agent:')' and member of the Bridgeton

Board of Education. "By contractu,Q wIth LMI and MCl, we pick up

the tolls, so students can get cn vJi t.r. the business of learning."

- More



HOMEWORK, Page 2

Tri-County Community Action Agency today announced that it

will fund the Homework Hotline program in two phases. Phase one

will begin on September 7, when fifth through eighth-graders will

be able to dial a toll-free, 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week MCl

800 number. The number will connect them with teachers on-call

to tutor homework assignments covering a variety of subjects.

"We plan to rollout phase two in October," said Kelly. "At

that point, students from kindergarten through 12th grade will be

able to dial for assistance."

While the concept of homework hotlines has been around for

15 years, LMl's Homework Hotline utilizes advanced

telecommunications technology, making it more flexible for

student end-users.

"LMl worked with MCI to develop the Homework Hotline in

response to individual student needs," said David Napier, general

manager of LMI. "While one student may seek homework help

immediately after school hours, another may not reach that point

until sometime after dinner. In fact, our heaviest traffic is

usually seen between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m."

LMI's Homework Hotline uses a database of teachers who

activate or de-activate themselves from the database depending on

whether or not they are available to tutor. By contracting with

teachers in different time zones, the Homework Hotline is able to

operate efficiently around the clock.

- More -
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HOMEWORK, Page 3

"Other homework hotlines require a bank of teachers to

assemble at a designated place and time," said Terry Connell,

branch manager for MCI Business Markets in central New Jersey.

"Using MCI's network, teachers can sign on and off of LMI's

Homework Hotline anytime from anywhere they want."

Mcr Enhanced Call Router (ECR) and 800 Service drive the

Homework Hotline by directing students to the most appropriate

tutor on-call. Through a series of voice menu prompts and the

caller's touch tone selections, the Homework Hotline asks each

caller to identify his/her school district, grade level and the

subject matter he/she wishes to discuss. The system first seeks

to identify teachers on duty within the student's school

district. If none are available, using MCI's ECR feature called

Take Back & Transfer (TNT), the system takes back the call and

transfers it to a subject and grade-appropriate teacher who is

currently signed on to the nationwide system.

Homework Hotline tutors are certified teachers who work from

their homes, choose their own hours and are compensated by LMI at

an hourly rate as independent contractors. LMI's requires that

teachers must have been actively teaching during the past five

years in order to participate in the program.

- More -
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To date, more than 90,000 New Jersey students attend schools

that subs~ribe to LMI's Homework Hotline. The program currently

serves 11 New Jersey school districts, including Bridgeton,

Salem, Camden, Willingboro, Palmyra, Kenilworth, Garfield,

Garwood, pnion, Jersey City and Roselle.

Tri-County Community Action Agency is a non-profit

organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for

residents in Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem counties in New

Jersey. Working through government agencies and private

organizations, Tri-County Community Action Agency secures grants

to fund and implement educational and other community programs.

Learning Methods International, Inc. (LMI) provides

comprehensive educational distant learning programs designed to

improve the academic performance of students from kindergarten

through college. The company uses a multi-dimensional approach

to solve problems, apply knowledge and improve test scores of all

students through an innovative computerized technological

approac~. Information Line, Homework Hotline, and video

interactive programs developed by LMI are provided to school

districts through not-for-profit community-based service

provider.! at no cost to participating school districts or

students...

- More -
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Mcr Business Markets is based in Atlanta and provides long

distance voice, data and video telecommunications to America's

businesses. Mcr Communications Corporation, headquartered in

Washington, D.C., offers a full range of domestic and global

telecommunications services through one of the world's largest

state-of-the-art networks. With 1993 revenue of nearly $12

billion, the company is the second largest long distance provider

in the United States and has more than 65 offices in 58 countries

and places.

# # #
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SiallPholO By GARY COOPER

Terrin Walker, a freshman at Bridgeton High School, demonstrates how to work the Home- '
work Hotline, to be introduced in Bridgeton schools this year.

Phone call now gives
help with homework
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By MICHAEL GANNON
, Staff Writer

Imagine having help with math homework
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Or
getting an explanation of a point in grammar, his­
tory or science.

That help now will be available for students in
the Bridgeton School District. And aU it will take
is a phone call.

The Tri-County Community Action Agency in­
troduced the Homework Hotline at the Bridgeton
School District's Bank Street Administration
hllilriinfT 1'hllfsrJav morninf.!.

and MCI Business Markets, the hotline will aUow
students to dial up a nation-wide network of teach­
ers available for assistance in subject matters for
.grades kindergarten through 12. The service will
be provided at no cost to the" district or students.

"One of President Clinton's goals for education
is to link the private sector and the public
schools," said Albert Kelly, a member of the
Bridgeton Board of Education and director of Tri­
County. which is sponsoring the program. "This
something I believe is truly innovative."

Kelly said the program will be phased in begin-



eight in Salem'and Bridgeton can
avail themselves of this new
service when sbp'ool begins Sept. ,7
in time tC?'get lielp.t o:t:l'the first
school night's'·homework assign­
ments. Students iIi. kindergarten
through grade 12 will be able to
utilize the system in October.

Developed by LMI, students call
an 800 number, and the automated
MCI system asks their grade level,
subject matter ill que"tivu and
offers them the opportunity to
select a teacher of their choice by
typing in a special code. A touch-
(See HOMEWORK, pageA.7)

.; ....

'ByMATrGRAY
.'. :..staffWriter

<

.: BRIDGETON - The informa­
;tion superhighway is speeding into
··Salem City schools.

. • ::' Representatives from Tri-County
. ':Community . Action Agency,'
.:Learning Methods International
,'{LM!) and MCI unveiled the
110mework Hotline here Thursday,
:a nationwide system which will ,
'Provide inquisitiv.e students with a
:24-hour, seven-day-a-week tutor,
~ Students in grades five through

:..·'iHotline.·offerS·.'ikids.·.·
-CJ:help·with homeWork
'-', .'." '.

fHomework
(Continu~d from page A·l) this program changes that. ''What

:; tone phone is required. Tn-County we've done is pretty much reverse
.~ will pick up the cost of the calls, that trend," N~pier said:'
: Salem Middle School Principal The systemis "truly innovative,"
~ Gwyndolyn"Alston . said this said Albert Kelly, director of Tri"
:: program will help prepare student County and a Bridgeton board of
: for,' the future, and get· Salem education member.
.• schools on the much talked-about Biidgetonstudents demon-
: "superhi"ahway," strated the ::;ytitem before local ofii-

Salem has been working exten-, cials and the press at the district's'
• sively in' this area, Alston said, administration building. A demon-
. gradually building its computer stration of the Spanish speaking
:. resources. "We're very excited version went awry when the
:; about it," Alston said. "We're ready system connected a member of
',: and raring to go." . Tri-County :with someone not
~ Teachers interested in helping. interested in high-technology or L

~ students call in to let the system tutoring, "What do you want,"
:~ know that they are available. The came a voice over the speaker
:: system first tries to locate an phone. When the caller began
.: appropriate. tutor within the speaking Spanish, the woman on
:. students district. If none are avail- the other end broke the connection.
: able, the system searches the "Somebody had a cake in the oven
;: nationwide database for help. and they had to get back," Kelly

Homework Hotline tutors are . joked.
:'certified teachers who are campen-
:.Sated for their time by LM!. The' While homework hotlines have
:~ LMI program currently serves 11 been .around for many yeilJ'S, this is
.: school districts in New Jersey. a, more flexible arrangement, offi-
?: 'We're bridging the gap between clals explained.· In the past,
::'home and school," said LMI., teachers would gather in a central
'::General Manager David Napier. location to field calls, Now they can
;; While new technologies are usually. do so from the convenience of their
:;available first to the more affluent,', own homes.
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HOTLINE CHASES· HOMEWORK BLUES
Five Jersey school districts join phone tutoring program

~ •.t

• I

Photo by Ka""",, W. """"

(Right) Sherquan Hargrove, a
fifth-grader at Leonard V. Moore :.
Middle School, uses the toll-free'

Homework Hotline
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test scores have Improved In dlstrida. ,. '
using the hotIIne because the service II r

relatively new.
Corey Green, a 12-year-old stu-, ,

dent at the Leonard V. Moore School
In Roselle, said he called the hotllne
once with a math problem and "It
helped me alot."

ents championing and celebraLing this
event," Caulfield said. "The child Is
not simply hpme on their own (When
doing homework), the school system is
giving him or her a tutor."

Kenilworth Superlntendrnt Lloyd
Leschuk said the service could not be
more convenlent, "because everybody
has a phone at home. There's some­
body for the studl'nt. to talk to and not
wait until tomorrow" for help with a
problem.

Roselle Superintendent George
Sliwi:lk said, "What this has done for
us Is expand the educational opportu­
nities for kids. We've extended our­
sclvl's to recognition of language bar­
riers" in the district by providing
teachers who can speak In the native
language of Hispanic and Haitian stu­
dents.

Napier said Learning Methods
started offering the service about two
years 110 and has a dat.a base of more
than 1.000 teachers nationwide.

Union County SChool Superinten­
dent Leonard Fitts said the hoUlne is
"a valuable toolln the whole commu­
nication process between Lhe school,
parents, caretWera IIDd educaUon."

"It's anoU1er piece of technology
in education," PItts added. "U's some­
~hing that has a direct impad on the
klds. I'd like to see an of the dlatriets in
Union County sign up for the hoUlne."

Lesehuk noted many calls to the II

hoUlne are actuany from parents. He
saki they are often seeking assiILance
to help their chDdren with their home­
work, even though "some parents
don't WIIlt to admit t.hey're haYing
problema" solving a problem.

Napier saki t.here is no evidence
available yet to determine whether

'-'1

~...

B,~PJrnaSON ,':"Tbey can ask any homework
. . quelUons," Napier sald. '''1bere may

PubHe Behool students in Roselle, be a parUcular prnblp.m they are f:lel'd
'~enllworth, Garwood, Union Town- with, or they may have more general

ship and Camden need only pick up types of questions."
'the phone when they want help with Napier said students are assi:-l.cd
their homework. "In realizing an answer." Students

,'.. ' The school districts are partiel- cannot can up and ask the teacher for
patlng in a Learning Methods Interna- an answer to a problem without hav­
tiona! Inc, program called Homework Ing workcd it out. themselvcs.
Hotline, which provides stUdents with "Whcn a student comes across a
a toll-free number for help with their problem in the middle of their home­
studies at home. work, they're not going to get a quick
" . . Teachers who sign up (or the answer. The hotline will provide the
:St!J:Yice are paid $20 an hour, and each methodology" for arriving at an an­
, h",,-a personal Identification number swer Napier said,
t1iat can be used to direct a student 'She added the goal of the pro-

'clllltr to a partiCUlar teacher. gram is to Improve student test scores.
. The PelmlJ1Yanla-bued Learning "Math is the major reason they
Methods receives grants through pri- call," said Unlon Township School Su­
vate lndusLay to operate the hotline, so perintendent James caulfield. He said
there is no cost to participating school students are defeating themselves if
districts. _ Lay to just. Jet an aoner to a
-",;. AYIIIabIe to students seven days· .;, ,problemwithout worldng It out.
s week, 24 hours a day, the system Is ' He said that when ~hey give an
programmed to give students access answer In class, "they're going to have
to t.eachers in their dlstrlcts, but if to be able to defend It."
none is avallable Ute callis transferred CauUleld said schoolwork today is
to a teacher from a parUclpaUng dis· more compUcat.ed, and not all parents
trlcL. . _ be ... \0 help their children.

The service is avaJlable on ayear- "In hIIh schoo~ there are three
'W:year basis and continues with the years ormath required now for gradua­
sth()()l.•rImendent's appnml. . . Uon. It used to be one and ~wo years,"
'.. :. PbJIIIltapler, cIIredor of public eaulDeld said.

'n;liUons for Leaminl 1lethodI, said UnIon Township, Roselle, Cam·
thf' compaDJ Is "In the lnformaUon den and Garwood have used the hot­
dlsaemlnMlon buIlnesa, IIld the bot- . IDe siDce November, and KenUwonh
line' provides UIe opporWolty lor \be IIIned on lasL mouth.
·Student to teL IIIIsLaoce whenever It's ,. AI. or Jan. 6, 192 caDs to the hot-
Deeded.'" Ilne bid been received from Union
.... She Idded Ute IUbjecY available '1'owDIhIp 8tudenta, 303 from Roselle,

I throuIb &be boUIne are \IUored lor t3 from Garwood, 50 from Kentlworth
·each dIIUlcL" need.. ' and aLudenb and..from Camden.
...lll11dU can))ltUdpaLe. "We're~ ellis from par-
..,J,

.. - """'-

,I· '
;.... -.
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children.liVlnC.}I\~ )ike Kerr. s~nts or~r infonnaUon for.~ ~ (,.~ I,M nll)':1 .~I.I. ~\l;:~! .. n.~l" J,: :·~.;Y.... I:~I{r-f.i •
llwo~.or..~~..~~.~ ..nnd his or her ~~tire.~AU ~tude!'ts~l\ .Jh f1:·!-i.~0/l1';T :),\,11' :II .. .',;~",'~. ('; ~ . ~d:i.;l·i . I .. '. . ~ r.J'10" .."
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r "'. I'" ••,. ;.,. ....• ,. " . . . ·,)· ..·~i'·y~·,·,' h ~t r ~'l

I'he L'n1s~U~n'lha.t .parents. and: ..or teachers. ~~ wny.iC·a..student , ·:~"!:i~\{f,\~j{B.1hl'. };)l',?,;~!,:-:" ~,:~ ~.:-.'J.\'.,.;.&.~(i\.'.~.'.'(..'~..:".'.~;:.'. '·.6·'·.·.\!:.i-.·.\/~.rJ,· . ~(~.students "~nenoo,.When.home-·· forgets· to wnte·· down ran (as- , ; ;f:l''';'~·I.. .. .~. . '. '.- a\·";,.tj:·;!·· It" ;.rf,: "J t
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Tuwns such' as Garwood Ken- personalized and confidential 1111'S.~)11. J. I. . .:'~""'~ .6 \ '.": l( I, "':' ';~"'':' . t
: . .. '. '.. l '. ..~. r.. \.. ,1""""",' '- ' \ f,' ~.

l.l\\\lI'th•.Uruon; ~s.e)).c and .Plam· sages may.be receiVed by all stu- . '. - , . . ;:~J':'}'I < '. r.·;-, '~r\.,l~~.fJFi ~.~, ;.'jM'

ill::IJ have .recogruzed the beneflts dents and parents. Messages. how- .::t ::~~:';.,.'~:~~.~t.:~~. .,Ofd .. ~+.;rU
such· programs can olTer students, ever. can only be received by Ule . . .". .". ~" . :.. ~'•.;.: ,'. c· :~ h'7' . ".'!'~ ".... . .. ~_~.~

• . -....... • •. t..., ...·•• ·l. t flIh'" l.', ....... 1.. ~. i •"'\...i !\~ • ~

teachen .p.nd parenls~ In .fact. Gar- Intended 6ludentor parenl Via an ( ~ f; #.j .' (t' .. ,'> '.; !f"' nti:t:q:~'tl,i'lt'f.'.t"~' .""4·it-s~-:( .yl"'.':...... "-:-.;i :.':c .~I· ...• -.\
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• • • 'J J ..... t , .... ", ••.. ..,.t ~'''' '. .... -I, , I

11'i\IIUVC l'OmrnmucaUon'~bet\v{.'Cn.1 school dlslncl. to tnke on' U,lI's _ :. , • "'~'" . :~\.!~\ .. !'- .r ,1t';I,.I. Vii' \. ..'{:.! " \
.. .. ,".1 ., . " .. ' •• t;: • • • 1 .

1~IIl:nl:inI1U'each~rs,.as~ascn- progr.ml... lllclud~ng .U)C, $.!O pcr-'I'·~,. I",' i . .tlf:JK\'lti~; "fit .~~Qtif.;d,·~· . ::.' ·L. ,;....,~... :•• \.' ;

",lIll'UII: lhc)earnmg~ienceofl.houradmUonal mcome for,lt,.II:.:h· 1
, "·t5~ ~~.. 1,\' ,;..-" .; j ...·~'I'l'.:·;.~ '. ... ; t.·. '.' "'\'

I . \ • . II' ...... 1Jt-.:.") T!" ~ I:" I .It:" ~.;l':of ... , #- ... r t "0''''
:.luUCJ.b. Most important.leit ,.will '1 e~ who wish.to n·· r1 icipatc. AI-I .~. '. \I~~"" ) .f.J" .-.;-., ...... "~i' .....;: .••,.... .•....~ \!~...:;.~.. ",'

..... •.. .......... " I V'. • ... fl'" "ath'.......l "'/'. " .
not. ro.:;~ ••"'.\1f.~sch09J ..or. ~nts ~rt"~~l()l.lgh LMI. IS progr~mmed til.. ilL"" . ".:'. . . . ,', I.': :. ~-) '. t •. ':',.;', ~:: :', ... : '" .. .J1\ II oJ';- :t:..... ,.
smglo IlCJU1YJ sin<.'e i\ ls, t\1ndeq .by cetiS local tcaeJ1er:s first; if none'are .' .." ~..... I • •• 1·... . '. I. • • •

granl3 ,frQffi
li

' bUe \'~«\.' mVale'I·,·.yaUable•.:;.lht:;~,~ys1.eI'(l:Will ~i1ut.o-~.. . , , ,_ #. ~., _ ••, .#"-:-.' .. . I~'~F 'H.;,.,( I " ~. ~;I~~.IJ.,. 'GeORGE PACCIEUOfTliE cHRONlCll;
sourceS: ...: .PU .. :. ~·':'~'~~~Iiiil .. ~!i~Y"~f~r:the'~lude·nl.:~..::·Fourth-grador Anthony Fab~e makes 8 .telephon.e call.to t.he, HC?mewprk Hotline, a 24·hour serv!c.e
,~~de~l3and:paren~~'~Jble ~ad}e~.ft'orn ano~er.dis~~",,\ designed to,hO!P ~~~d8nts '\Y~th ~.~elr home~~~k('~~:d ..~lassroo~ 8S•.~~~~tS·l:\"<. .' : ~:

to .dial. ~ ~'f~'~I~'~ ~1~.~~cornPUt.er.s!based. on ..275· . , {\ d ,;.;'./ I:-~'.~ ; ~;\ \ .•. ·~ A • •• , '.. ••.• ; : ••, ~ •• • i··-,. ..~•. ·••• ..... :' ..• : :..... ..•.. ; i .,
~ . • _.. . .• • • .~. ~. .',. _ • - •• - ''OJ , ~ .,:-_ ."." ..,.,.. ,'0:,,";' ~ ,,,.,.~ • . '.,'"
.'f\er.lfhoos,~g;a.'ubJep\,~d~..~ ONfS ...of student ical1s. (comph~~ ..a~$20,000~\·.college >scholarshlp.,.lIol1me. ;..:.,'.:. : ~ .•., .. ", ... ;\-,)~i.... ,:.",-•.Where. is ,the catch. you ask.
level, •~kIJo.~: te~er ...~ .4"!~ts or II1M and~~I) .. manage- &awarded annually. : ". ~, .. But_ how •.does. .a _companyJike ,-There is none. Just a simple local
homework assi~nts.and.'dass- .~t repo~!.showing utilization·' And although there nrc' mnny; LMI·.olTer. a procram lllie this .for' .school board resolution authorizinr'
room.Je:isons....'lhe.hoUlne/~70P.· by.; ~tudent;~;teacher.i.su~jecl·:Mdt;·~c,hool ~systems .,comm? ?n: :I~e\ fr:ee?:'A¢eOrdin~.to.PI~yllis Napier;:~lhe·programfor one year can st.'l;.
crate 24 hours. seven days a ~k.::.b~~ool and Ihe fact. \here 15 no co,st~ 'VIUl, LMI, all,. school d15tricts :will \ (hrcctor of pu,?hc re1altonsf~r LMI" fth . ball 11" Fi to d.

The programnlso offers an inff:>r-'t,t~~..~ .U1e:·~~~l..o!, students js'~'have a pernonalized local ,customf the prograrr\'is'fundoo'by pUbHc"~ e. ro mg•• ve,.. seven a~
"'~liol) Jln.e~llUl~ ~leqopfC}renc~g.h'ea!iOn..• tmough i .for....small .. schools.' menu when dialing' lhe hoUine!, nOll private sources that cover the .~later•.students can pIck up ~e
T\~~ information line ~.a speqa1I~\ri~)i~e.:J{enpWorth· and ;Ga:"~lnumber ide.ntified. fo~·ex.'lmple. as I full cost.of.itsl.adminis~li?n'and·: p~~ne am~ gellhe ~elp they nCt.'(1
"'lice .lOallbox cn-llted .for. each~~ t9 ~lmb Ilboani.1l1ere "Iso",! . ·"nlC.. Hanbng. School' Homeworl{: opernUon;i(l'j"':')i:, '::::Il,~ . '1.i:ltl~I'. ··qn·nnv subJect. And It Is~.
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For Gad'ield.kids, homework help is a phone call away
By CYRIL TUOHY '.Jv(1~1 ... .. ". , '. '"It seems like a g~Od idea," said senior
The Herald & NeWS, , •.• . The phollc lines will be open 24 hours a day ~ seven ,days a· . Phil ~enanli,an honors stu~ent, ~iting a

GARFIELD - City high school stu- . 'k·'~':d' II db t h ' h "II b "d $20 b lutormg program already III eXistence
dents soon will have an alternative to· JV~~ ,,~n: ,s~~ e . y:, e~c ;,ers, w. O:Wl " e pal , an Qur• which has met with strong demand.
head-scratching when faced with such ' , .' School officials have hailed the pro-
knotty homework problems as: " ' .. '" ,:", .' ,''', " gram as a way of providing students with

What is the sql;lare root of pi? Is there, ,qualified, teacher's will b~ able to help tackle tough homework problems 24' ways to answer problems after school
a difference betweep a metaphor 'and an students solve those pro~lems ~y them- hours a da~, seven day~ a ~ee,k. , hours ,and expect the program to catch
allegory? Which rive~ was it that G«:orge :: ..selves :-:- thanks, t~ an l~novatJve p.ro-, Garfield IS the fir~t dlstnclm Bf!rgcn on rapidly. ' ,.
Washington tossed a coin across? ~. , •• ', gram already in- place In (our. UnIOn County to offer their students th, pro- , "It will allow kids to have access to
. Help is just. a l-BOOnumber a\vay::'~~ CQunty ,school districts. ~"""', ,,' gram developed by the Pennsylyania- ------'---'----__
Students won't be given the answers, bukli""Garfield students now Will b~ able to based Learning Methods International., • see HOMEWORK, Al0

'. :~~,~~~~... ,::.w:;l~\.>~~~~~~_;~~"\' ..... -, . I... ., .. " : ~

--'-----_.

I HO.EWORKl~Conlin,;"..-'.~;.....··~r~;.....·p~age-_A~__----

teachers not in the answers but riculum. the early morning hours; for
in the methodology," said The district will not be example, will be' able to seek
Schools Superinte~dentRobert charged a cent as LMI receives help from teachers in other
Van zahten. grants from private and non- parts of the country. ..'

Parents,sometimes rusty with profit foundations, school, of- More than 1,000 teachers
their high school academics, ficials said. throughout the countrY have
will also be spared the embar- George Khoury, director of joined the program: Melendez
rallment ofnot being able to do public relations for the school, said. ' , " " '
hlah school work. ' district, called ,th" plan a "win- T h ti .I. "h' ',' 'be'

" , ' '., win" situation. ' eac ~r reac on ~s en
W~th passag~ ?f tOO1ght s res- , 'Participatingteachers will log good, said school offiCials, and

olubon authoflzmg the school. to on and off a central com uter the b~ne~ts ~f the sy~tem far
enter into an agree~ent Wlt~ and a switchboard will tra~sfer outweigh Its pitfalls, said Fr~nk
LM.I, the company Will recruit II t th" h ' 'd Barnhart, head of the high
Garfield teachers from every ~ IS nd0 elr omes, sal ,school's math department and a
.ubj~t olTered by the schoo}, ~~ilee~ot1ines have been in ,member of a liaison committee,
said Michael Melendez, LMI s use more than 10 ears teachers between te~chers,' and the
d~rectorof operations. . were stuck behrild a' bank' of ~choolssuper,m~end~,~t.'soff;ice. '-'t'" :

~;:,,·p~~icipa~ing:¥ia~h.e~~~,w~ulc;l)~. p'h.on~~ fora,H~~t~,Jl,~~ntter of'-•. Stu~~n~, h~w~l~i!.~wil,lii'~ve :, , , I

~ bep.ld $IO,~,11 b~llr: for tile, tlme..!,J,: .h!>urs:~' Bu~wit~~r".~et:D,~,tele-! to be care,rul' atiOut consulting! • i
"they" speDd ~,:tuto.,.ing, students I, . phone t~chliolo&J,teach~rs and ' tea c hersus i n g" teachi ng ,
"over' the:~phone and' students" students 'are literally a phoge methods different from those
would have access to teachers call away, day or night., taught in theJr" schools, '
familiar with th~ Garfiled cur- ' A student doing homework in Barnhart said. '" r

-.' - - _. -. .



6 - WEDNESDAY, NOvIMBER 25, 1"2 - UNION LEADER

I
j

.1

--

.- .

Homework system:··
coming to Union·;

By Chris Gatto
Manaaln8 Editor

Help with homewor.k is now just a phone call away.
An ."....m with a private company and the Board of Education will allow

· ItUdenta who Deed Uliltanee with school work to c:onsult a teacher. What is
different about this prop-am is that it will be available at night and instruction
will be offered over the phone.

This serviCe is available throujh Learning Methods International Inc., a for­
profit organization which receives grant funds through private industry. There

· is no cost to me disaicc. ;
David Napier, leneral manaler of LMI, said the program is offered to

selected communities fee-free nationwide on a 24-hour basis. The program
includes apool of teachers across the United States who offer their services to
LMI at a fee of $20 per hour. .

"They do this for selected disaicts nationwide," said board member Steven
Edwiaids. "lbat's not to say they won't charge others in the future."

Ac:c:ordiDa to Edwuds, the disaict was approached by Learning Methods and
asked to come on board. Four disaicts in Union County. Kenilworth, Roselle,
Garwood, and pouibly Plainfield, have agreed to participate in the LMI system. I
The cOmpany is working with the county's school superintendent to implement .
it on a COUIlty buis. .. .

The bod member noted that Union was asked due to the reputation it has for ~ f
hiah eclucational standards and decided to live the program a try.

Fundinl for LMI's program is derived through grants from private corpora- l
dons and with Union signing on, Napier said it would allow the organization to I
request funding from businesses in.the township. He said many organizations I
are contributina for the further education of their employees; LMI is looking for '.' •
them to do the same for their families. I

Presently Ihere'are 50,000 students in New Jersey who may utilize the fea- ;
tures offered by LMI, and the company hopes to have several m1llion on-line:(J
nationwide Ibortly. The Homework Hotline, which is only one of the three ser-, ~
vices offered to participating disaicts by LMI, provides a toll-free phone num- . ';: :;.
ber which students wishing assistance may call 24 hours a day, te¥eIl~.;~ c:' .:;1
week. . " I~ ., •.t"

Peak homework hours are between 8 and 9 p.m., Napier said, so a program .~~:
that ends at 7'p:in: is limited. LMI, which at praent is not in use by any-col­
leges, also employs college professors, who are needed by students sometimes .'. :;.;
after 10 p.rn. which is why teachers are utilized from all time zones across thC ~"".
country.· See HOMEWORK, Page 4:.L

\·,
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Homework call~ln avall,ble shortly . ·
(Continued from Pa,. 1) touch-llCD pbaae, a1q wiell1be"'" . questions at the lime dme, 10 that tb8 .

Althcuah telClwrs in the diJ1rict are· code ad ,...18k from wbich It\1dents are DOt limply told tbe.f.
not oblillted to participate, rMy may the caQ.is beiDa JMde, wbml the hot- IOlutions. . '
do 10 It tbelr own~ by let- liDI INIIlber is dialed. .. Superintendent o( Schools Iimel'
tina their own hoUrs. LMI cloes bave ltfapier Slid dill .. .-vice wm1

Caulfield said the dis&rict would be
criteria, tboqb. fOil which mbjecu at.;) be available ftlr IbaIe who bave able to pull out of tb8 propam It my ,. .
... iDclividuat'is .1Ilowed to IIKb. l'OIIry phoDeI iD. .. two..... point if it is DOt lltiltitcl~ iflan:liq : ~

Napier laid that teachers mUll have TIlea die opCiClG o( Mechocls clecides to cbarae a f'ee. .•"•...~
I minimum offive JUIS aperieDce in . liIIIninl to tile DIIIlU r4 Iab- The district, which IIready uei1izeI' .
order to lilt« fnlm oth«,dis- jecta _"'leveII, or ..m, "1" homework hotlines at Burnet .1"
lrieu. "&peri__ taoaor ill~ 10. dsal dIey may, jf they bow it. Kawameeh middle Ic:hools will bi/
~clinl ,uality service," said Napier. lelect dae perIOIIII1~ClI1~- offering this DeW pro~ at all':;
Scmetimes the~ .fDAY vary be: for the ,tNcber they would~. sc:hools in the disaict. The LMI pro,_~'

also, so !bose W1~ expenence may The studeat s .... level and subjeCt ram should be in oPeration by Dec.
more euily adjust." &reI aw.t also be enunei 31 Edwards said.

Teachers who wish to enroll in this - If the teaebIr .lected is Dot Ivall- in Iddition to the Homeworlc Hot-
prosram may a1Jo be limited to able, students. have the option of line LMI offers an Information Line
iDllnJCtiD& ~~ &hey are cur- se1ectina a ne,,;~ or~ and Teleconferencing. With the-Infor-
nmtly teaching. We want to mike back It lilt« time. Na~)\er SlId It 11 mation Line a voice mailbox is"
sure we maintain the bith-t quality." zve that I teacher will not be Ivail- created (or~h tead1cr in the school

N1piez:, w.he~~'spl~ ~ble ~ClI' my particular su~ject. Sub- disa'ict that permits parents and stU-
for the dlstr1Ct cluriDa a meeUlll With Jects melude aeneral st'.l(!les, mathe- dents to access teachers by callin, I
oducarors at the Board of Education matics, science, history and social stu- toll-free number
Administration Buildina lut 'Ilwrs- dies, lquaae arts and Enalish, .' .
day, suggested teachers who plrtici- foreign lan.guages, computer science Each teacher. may leave I ,en.eral
pate bave I secClGd phone put in their and others. message regardUl,. homew~rk asslgn-
~es. LMI will pay I maximum The wlY the systan is desipted, I m~ts and other inf~nnauon for an.
al$60 for phone iDDllaUOIl .ad up to Union teacher who is available will be eDeu:e ~lus. ~~ali.zed and confi- ~
$9 per month for the sei:ood phOne, he "selected before the call is cransferred deno.al informauoD such u test~. ~
said. . to an insauctor from another disaicl. and grades may also be stored which

Calling it the "ideal" pllt-mne job "Many students do not like to call may only be accessed with I PIN
bec:ause it can be done withGu.t even their own teacher," said Napier, who num~r. .. .
l_Ying home, Napier said similar sys- noted it may be because they want to This feature 15 especially benefiCial'
tam have a proven rate of~ in impress their inscruc.or in school by for college. students wh~ curn:ntly
boosting test scores. He laid East lcnowing the comet answer. may ~ g~unB ~e pdes m the (onn
Onqe hu hid a pI'OII'II'Il in place for So, it is DOt Wliealistic thlt I stu- of a list, saId NapI~, who ~Illed that
about six years when teachers 10 to a dent from Union will wind up being ~henhe wu punum,l higher edUCl-

daipated location tor several hours instructed by I reacher from Missis- uon the professor used to post scores
, and take phone calls, notiD. that with sippi, or Maine, or Massachusetts or by name so anyone could see. t;

todlY's carjackiqs and muuings anywhere elK. Once • ccmnection is Teleconferencing provides the dis-
people would rather stay home. made to I teacher, the student must aict with the opportunity to Ittend

Abuse o( the prosram by teachers identify the problem and the teacher Scholastic Aptitude Test review
will not be tolerated, .aid Napier, not- will .attempt to usist. courses on each of the four Saturdays
Uta" that instructors should DOt Jive Alreldy in existence for three prior to exam dltu. AlJO provided Ire

sNdents dimcult hcmework with the years, LMI encololrlaes instructors to special proJrImS, wuch u recoprlzed
sole purpose o( lectina paid due to the arrive It the aitswers to students' Icademic and pu~lic lecturers.
number of' calls. He did, however,
recommend that l1Udents be liven
hoaIeworit durinl the rllSt (our weeks
the hotline is in place.

Students who call the number have
a c:boice o( teachers from whom they
would like to nceive instruction',
which may include their reaWar in­
school. teacher if their instructor
chooIes to participate. If a student's
teacher is I participmt in the program,
it does DOt mean that the student must

be lIusht by, that individual.
By callinl 1 (800) 9624222, stu­

dents in Union may ,ain access to the
turorial program. Each sc:hool in the
district has a pa.sscode which must be
entered by using the buttons on a


